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ABERACH MACKAYS 

( Extract –)

Ian Aberach MacKay was the progenitor of this branch of Mackays.  His father Angus Du MacKay

 (     /1433 ) was chief of the clan.  His Mother, Angus’ second wife was the daughter of Alexander Carrach Macdonald of Keppoch, son of John, Lord of the Isles.  John’s wife was the daughter of King Robert II of Scotland.  We have already discussed Ian’s life along with the Strathnaver branch so let us begin here with his family.  He married a daughter of Macintosh of Macintosh and had two sons, William Du and John.

William Du enlisted the aid of his cousin, Macintosh of Macintosh, to help John Riavach MacKay revenge the death of Angus Roy MacKay, both of the Strathnaver branch, at the Battle of Aldichavvish on 11, July, 1487.  This battle and the events leading to it were discussed earlier.  William married a daughter of Ronald MacDonald of Moidart and had two sons, William and Donald, who were both killed at Loch Salchie in 1517.

William, the eldest son of William Du, who was killed in 1517 at Loch Salchie, which lays between Loch Oikel and Shin.  His death came while fighting against the Murrays who were probably in alliance with the Rosses in a continuance of the feud mentioned above.  He married a daughter of Thomas Murry of Tulibardine and had six sons named Thomas, John, Davin, Alexander, Mardon and Neil

Neil, son of William, had been placed in charge of Skibo Castle in about 1545 by the Clan Mackay after they conquered it in a land dispute.  However, when the Gordons came into power, they tried to have Neil legally killed through recovery of the castle as a result of granted letters of fire and sword by Mary, Queens of Scots.  These letters were granted to John, Earl of Sutherland, against Neil Mackay and his accomplices who were accused of misorder and slaughter in Strathnaver.  The Earl was empowered to raise troops and apprehend Neil and his accomplices.  If the need arose, they could legally seize houses, set them afire, and commit slaughter and mutilation upon Neil and his men.  Neil received warning of the letters of fire and sword.  However, when the castle was attacked, he did not have time to summon help from the Strathnaver Mackays so he wisely gave up the castle and went into hiding in a cave in Ben Clibrig until the political climate changed to his advantage.

John Williamson Mackay, son of William (   /1517), married a daughter of Donald Mackay (   /1550) of the Strathnaver Mackay and had one son and one daughter:  Neil; and Margaret, who married on 2 May 1562, to William Sutherland.

Neil MacEan MacWilliam (Neil, son of John, son of William (   /1571), continued the close family relationship between the Aberach and Strathnaver Mackays through Iye Du (      /1572), who was the Chief of the Mackays.  However, Iye was succeeded by his son Huistean Du (1561/   ).  Huistean, being only eleven years old at his father’s death, was placed in the care of George, 4th Earl of Caithness, while John Mor, a cousin of Iye Du, governed Strathnaver.  It seems that John Mor could not be controlled by the Earl of Caithness.  To remedy the situation, George, Earl of Caithness, summoned him to Girnigo Castle where he had him killed.  The affairs of Strathnaver were then turned over to John Beg, half brother of Huistean Du.  John Beg was also an unsatisfactory leader in the eyes of the Earl of Caithness.  The Earl instigated the Aberachs to attack him on the grounds that he was not training Huistean Du to be a proper Mackay chieftain.  The Aberachs and the Macleods fought the Robsons, Gunns, Mathiesons (friends of John Beg) along with John Beg at Balnakil, Durness, in 1579.

John Beg, William  Gunn, brother of the chieftain of the Robson Gunns, and many others were killed.  The chieftain of the Mathiesons barely escaped with his life.  On the death of John Beg, Huistean Du took control of the Clan Mackay as their rightful chief.  However, such bitter feelings had been built up between the Gunns and John Beg’s faction of the Mackay clan, the Aberach Mackay and the Macleods of Assynt, that they could not be reconciled.  Huistean Du was forced to choose between the split families of his clan.  He naturally chose those of his immediate family, the Strathnaver branch.  The Aberachs then joined the Earl of Sutherland as his allies and never reconciled their differences with Huistean or his successor Donald, 1st Lord Reay.  Neil married a daughter of Hector Mouro of Coutalich and had four sons named Murdo, William Mor, Robert and Neil.  Murdo and Robert each were progenitors of large branches of this important family.  We will take each of these branches, one at a time down to the mid 1800s.  

Let us start with Murdo’s line.  He held the lands of Gnubmore.  Murdo married on 15 April 1615 to Christina, daughter of Donald Balloch Mackay of Scoury and had three sons and one daughter.  John, the first son, was sympathetic to the Covenators.  He married Christina, daughter of the Reverend Alexander Mouro of Durness and had one son, the Reverend William Mackay of Dornoch.  He my have been considered Chief of the Aberach branch as he witnessed many documents among the Reay papers.  He married Jane, daughter of John Dunbar, Baile of Elgin, and had three sons:  John, who died unmarried; George, who married a daughter of David Sutherland of Kinstorie, but had no children and Hugh, who died single.

Robert and Neil were Murdo’s younger sons.  Ann, his only daughter, married Neil Campbell of Achnalick.

Robert, son of Murdo, was foster father to Donald, Master of Reay, who was killed accidently in the Reay Forest.  He held large estates and was one of six in whose name the Reay estates were secured in 1683 after the Reay family found themselves in considerable debt by helping King Charles I  and King Charles II.  He married Isabella Munro and had four sons and a daughter by the names, Murdo, John, Alexander, William and Janet.

Murdo, the first son, was the progenitor of the main line, which we will return to after covering his brothers.  John was a scholar, who was a tutor for the 3rd Lord Reay.  His known issue were: The Reverend George Mackay of Eddrachillis, who died unmarried in 1743;  Lieutenant Alexander Mackay of the Sutherland Regiment;  and John, who was married but had no children.

Janet, Robert’s daughter, married William MacAngus MacCallan Mackay who was a descendant of Farquhar, son of Iye (   /1370) of Strathnaver.  They settled in the Stathmelness area and had two children:  Christina, who married Hugh Mackay of Cairnlock, son of John Mackay of Skerray (Strathy Mackay): and William MacWilliam of MacAngus (alias M'ky), who married Elizabeth Mackay and had a son and daughter.  The son, John Mackay of Strathmelness, was a poet and great friend of the Famous Rob Donn Mackay.  John married Jane Sutherland, granddaughter of the Reverend William Mackay Rogart, son of Iye of Golvan (Bighouse Mackays).   The daughter married John Mackay of Clashneach, son of Hector of Skerry (Strathy Mackay).

William, son of Robert, had a son Hugh.  Hugh married Ann Mackay and had a son, William, who married Christian, daughter of Robert Mackay of Durness.  Robert’s wife Janet, was the granddaughter of Captain William Mackay of Kinloch.   William and Christian had a son and a daughter named Robert and Anna.  Anna married George Levauck of Thurso.

Robert, son of William and Christian, was a writer in Thurso.  He wrote “The History of the House and Clan of Mackay” which was published in 1829.  Robert married Barbara, daughter of Alexander Campbell of Thurso and had five children.  Their first son, Captain William Mackay of the 3rd Foot, married Jane Hutchinson of Cairngall, Buchan, and had one son named Robert.  Captain William died in Bombay in 1827.  Robert’s second son, the Reverent Robert Dowie Mackay, had a son Robert, who in turn also had a son Robert (1894/   ).  The Reverend Robert died at Toronto, Canada in 1899.  The third son of Robert and Barbara, the Reverend John Mackay of Cullen, married Charlotte Patton in 1850 and had one daughter, Caroline.  Robert and Barbara’s daughters were: Hannah, who married the Reverend James Cairneross, of Birsay; and a daughter who married the Reverend Hyder Brown of London.

Another son of Robert and Isabella Munro was Alexander of Letterloyal, who married Margaret Fearn and had four children: Angus; The reverend William, who was minister at Tongue and died in 1730 without issue;  Robert; and Barbara.  Barbara married the Reverend George Brodie of Eddrachillis.   One of their daughters, Christina Brodie, married John Mackay of Auldanrina and had two sons:  Angus, who married and settled in Glasgow;  and Captain Alexander of Duathey, who married Helen Falconer of Edderachillis and had two sons and five daughters.  The children were:  The reverend Doctor Macintosh Mackay, who edited “Songs and Poems in Gaelic Language” by Robert Mackay, which is a collection of Rob Donn Mackay’s works;  Lieutenant George:  Isabella:  Mary; 
Alexandrina; Christina; and Helen.

Robert, son of Alexander, was a Tacksman of Halmdary.  He lived during the 1730s, which were times of strong religious conviction in Scotland.  In 1734, the Reverend John Skeldoch was opposed by many of his flock as being too worldly.  As a result of this dissention within the church, a group of people began meeting at Robert Mackay’s home.  Robert, it seems, was a self-styled preacher whose favourite scripture was Abraham’s intended sacrifice of Isaac.  One day in 1740, when religious fever was particularly high, the people attending the unauthorised church meeting became fanatic and suggested that Robert sacrifice his son who was sitting by  his side.  An altar was built and the boy prepared for sacrifice.  Fortunately for the boy, a travelling merchant happened on the ceremonies and by expressing his shock of their intended deed, broke the hypnotic spell of the group who then dispersed and returned to their homes in shame.  Robert married and had six children named, Angus, Robert, William, George, Murdo and a daughter.

Little is known of William and the only remaining record of Robert tells of a marriage and one daughter.

George of Halmdary married and had two daughters: Marion, who married Angus Mackay of Kealmie and Farr; and Christina, who married John Macleod of Strathy.

While Angus was serving in the 93rd Highlanders, his wife Marion and the family were victims of the Clearances.

Murdo Mackay of Littirmore married a Monro and during the clearances moved to Orkney.  They had two children: Angus, who drowned on Orkney and John of Stromness, who married Bella Grant.  John and Bella had Children:  Murdo, who returned to Strathy and married his cousin, Bella Grant and had issue; John of Brawl who had two daughters;  David, who died unmarried; Hugh, who had a daughter in Glascow; Bell, who married Angus MacPhail; Christine, who married James Douglas; Margaret, who married William Dunne; and Janet, who married Alexander Mackay of Strathy Point.  Alexander had five children: Angus who left a widow and children at St John’s, New Foundland;  and Christine who married Donald Campbell of  ??.

Robert had a daughter who married Robert Mackay of another branch of the Aberach Mackays.

Angus, son of Robert, was a tenant in Kinlochbeg in 1789.  He married and produced four sons and two daughters:  The reverend Hugh Mackay of Inverness, who died in 1804; William, who served in the Reay Fencibles, then settled in Orkney;  Robert, who settled in Orkney;  Angus, who settled in Orkney; a daughter who married Robert Mackay of another branch of the Aberach Mackay; and another daughter who married Angus Macleod of Carn achy.

And now back to the main line of Robert, son of Murdo, which begins with Robert’s eldest son Murdo.  Murdo married Jane, daughter of Captain William Mackay of Borley.  They had four sons and one daughter: Robert, who died at a young age;  Donald, who took part in the Darien Expedition, who arrived in New York in 1773 and married Elspy Kennedy, and had a daughter, Christiana, who married Peter MacArthur and settled at Kings Road, Glengarry  County, Ontario, Canada;  Angus of Clibrig;  Murdo, who settled in Strathy and had a son, Hugh; and Elizabeth.

Hugh, son of the above Murdo, was born about 1715.  He settled in Bras-Strathy where he lived with his wife, Catherine, daughter of John Mackay of Lettermore.  He died in 1797, leaving three sons and two daughters.  The sons names were: George, who follows;  Murdo, who due to the Clearances moved to Aberdeen; and John, who served with the 93rd Highlanders and settled in Glasgow.  Isabella, Hugh’s first daughter, married John Mackay of Bowsid and had two sons: Captain Hugh, who settled in Glasgow to raise, Thomas, Isabella, and Hughina;  and John, who served in the 93rd Highlanders.  Barbara, the youngest child of Hugh and Catherine, married Angus Mackay of Dalvina, Strathnaver.  Due to the Clearances, they moved to Aberdeen where they raised one son, Captain Hugh Mackay of the ship called “Raymond”.

George, son of Hugh and Catherine, was a merchant at Inverness, in partnership with an Uncle from his mother’s family, Captain Robert Mackay of Hedgefield.  He married Lillias Grant in 1819 and produced eight sons and two daughters listed in the following paragraphs.

Hugh (   /1894) who married and had four daughters;  Reverend John, who died unmarried in 1864; Joseph, who died unmarried in Australia in 1847; William, who married Christina Watson and had issue Ronald and Christina;  Lillias, who died in 1858;  Catherine, who married in 1868 to William Stevenson;  and George, who died in 1869.

The Reverend James Mackay ( 1820/    ) married twice.  His first wife was Lucretia Livingston Reed, by whom he had Lieutenant-Colonel James Livingston Aberach Mackay of the 8th Bengal Cavalry, who died in 1920;  and George Robert (   /1881), who lived in India and married in 1873 to Mary A.L. Cheery, leaving four daughters named Mary  L; Frances Lillian; Beatrice Georgina; and Catherine...who married Lillias Grant.

Robert (    /1895), a merchant of Inverness, married a Davidson, leaving three sons;  Charles, who died young; Edward, who married but had no children; and James G. who married Kathleen Hedges but had no children.

Doctor Duncan Mackay (     /1886) married Jane Allen, by whom he had George A.R. of New Zealand;  Mary Isabel; and Sarah Jane.   His second wife was Sarah Ann Boyes by whom he had no issue

George Grant Mackay (   /1893) married Annie Denny by whom he had; George who married Gertrude Georgina Findlay and had a son, George, born in 1900 and a daughter, Margaret.  George Grant Mackay next married Jessie Simson and had four children:  Harry Hedgefield, Eric Aberach; Lilly Jane; and Florence.  George Grant Mackay settled in Vancouver B.C. about 1880 and died there.

So ends this branch of Neil MacEan MacWilliam Mackay’s family.  It should be noted that by the time we get to the 1800s the family becomes quite scattered about the globe due, in part, to conditions prevailing in Scotland.  Note also the great number of marriages between the different branches of the Clan Mackay.

Let us return to the second major branch of the Aberach Mackays formed by William Mor MacKay son of Neil MacEan.  This branch which maintained possession of the Aberach Banner of the White Banner Mackay.

William Mor Mackay was a very prominent member of the Aberach branch of Mackays.  He lived in Carnachy where his sons continued to reside for some years.  On 9 January, 1609, the Aberachs received a call for help from John Sutherland of Millery, Latherton, who was the son of one of Hugh Mackay of Strathnaver’s sisters.   It seems that he was having a property dispute with the Earl of Caithness.  William Mor and his older brother, Murdo, along with a considerable body of Aberach Mackays, arrived to find an official for the Earl, named Taylor, taking possession of Sutherland Castle, Sutherland Cave , etc.. They immediately pounced upon Taylor’s men and captured them.  They then performed a commonplace act in those days; one directed towards someone you disliked.  They bound the men with cords and bow strings and led them captive to a releasing point where they stripped them of every stitch of clothing before releasing them  The Aberach men then proceeded to steal all the cattle, horses and other goods they could find and returned home.

William Mor married Janet, daughter of Donald Balloch Mackay of Scoury and produced two sons named Neil Williamson and John, who moved from Carnachy to Thurso.

Neil Williamson Mackay is described simply as Neil Williamson of Carnachy in some official papers.  It will be recalled from stories about the  Strathnaver Mackays that the 1640s were quite troublesome times for Scotland in general and for Donald, 1st Lord Reay, specifically.  The Earl of Sutherland  was using any method he could to obtain Mackay lands.  He had been granted the title of Lord Strathnaver and was using the Grays and other families as go-betweens to purchase bonds from the debt-ridden Donald Mackay.  Of course, neither the Reay family nor the Aberachs tamely submitted to Sutherland.  It was after the defeat of Montrose of Philhaugh that the Irish began to escape to Strathnaver and were given refuge by Neil Williamson.  Assisted by these Irish and other clans, Neil invaded Sutherland in 1646 and fought the Grays at Gruids as punishment for helping the Earl of Sutherland obtain Mackay lands along the Naver Valley.  The Earl of Sutherland, however, obtained five-hundred regular troops to hide his normal forces behind and advanced to Ben Rossal in 1647 and forced Donald, 1st Lord Reay to submit to his terms.  Neil, however, was not about to allow anyone to enjoy the fruits of the Naver Valley.  He “stuck to the hills” and during that year and the following one, harassed the Gordons and the Grays who tried to profit from the land.  In February, 1649, Neil went to Thurso to gather supplies from his brother John.  It was to be a peaceful visit, but some of the Irish men began to plunder the town and in the fight that ensued, Neil and seven others from his party were killed. Ten townspeople were also killed or wounded.  Neil’s son, John Neilson Aberach Mackay, began a blood feud to avenge the death of his father.  He invaded Caithness at least seven times, gathering much spoil each time.

Neil Williamson left six sons.  Neil Neilson of Corrihuron, the Earl of Caithness, had criminal letters put out on him on 4 February 1667, for the raids which he and his brothers conducted against Caithness in revenge for their father’s death.  Four other sons were:  Hugh Neilson of Mudale;  John Neilson of Corrihuron; Angus Neilson of Skelpick; and Donald Neilson, who married Christian who was a granddaughter of William Mackay of Bighouse through his son, Iye of Golval.

Robert Neilson, who sometimes dropped the Mackay and went by the name Neilson, lived in Mudale around 1667. By 1707, he was living around Eriboll and married two times.  By his first wife he had two sons name Neil McRobert of Clibrig and William More of Achoul.  Robert’s second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Captain William Mackay of Borley (Scoury Mackay) and also the widow of Charles Mackay of Sandwood.  They had two sons, the youngest being William MacRobert and the eldest, John.

The oldest son of Robert and Elizabeth was John of Mondale, who was a great poet in his own right.  Rob Donn had great admiration for him as shown in the following stanza from an eulogy he wrote to his memory:

The pride of the Aberachs



Strong of hand without menace



Genial John, the son of Robert, son of Neil

Major Hugh Mackay of Riarchar also had great respect for John, for he appointed him as guardian of his children in his will.  Ensign John Mackay was the man responsible for capturing Cromarty at Dunrobin Castle in 1746, shortly before Culloden.  This capture was described in the main body of this writing.  John married a daughter of Donald MacEachun Mackay of Skerry (Strathy Mackay) and had three sons and four daughters;  George, who emigrated to Virginia in 1772; Major Donald Mackay of Eriboll, who married Bessie, daughter of James Mackay of Skerry and had one daughter who married Captain Mackay John Scobie  HEIC;  a daughter, who married Hugh Mackay of Kylestrome and a son, Colonel William Mackay of the Queen’s Rangers, who fought in the American revolution and then settled about 1785 on the Bay of Lenty, off Lake Ontario, Canada: Lieutenant William, who died at a young age and had a daughter who married George Morrison;  Margaret, who married in 1823 to Robert Innes;  and Ann who married James Duncan.

Neil MacRobert of Clibrig, son of Robert Neilson, had one son, Robert who in turn had three sons and four daughters by his wife who was of Angus Mackay of Kinlochbeg, and Aberach Mackay.  Two of his daughters died young.  Hugh, known as “Huistean na Bratuich” or “Hugh of the banner” because he had possession of the Aberach Banner, moved to Thurso during the Clearances and married but had no children.  The remaining children were : Robert of Achintoul:  Angus; Ann, who married Robert Gordon of Corrihuan and bore Robert Gordon of Achness;  and Betty who married Donald Bain Mackay of Achina and had one son, Angus, who emigrated to America.

Captain Angus Mackay of the Reay Fencibles, son of Neil MacRobert, joined the Fencibles in 1794 as a Lieutenant and was promoted to Captain in 1798 for bravery at Tara Hill.  He settled in Thurso and married Forbes Mackay.  They had only one son, Hugh Angus, and some daughters.  The banner was passed to Hugh on the death of Huistean na Bratuich.  Hugh Angus Mackay never married.  When he died at Thurso in 1881, the banner was passed to a friend, Alexander Mackay, who was assessor for Caithness and Thurso.

This Alexander died at Thurso on 15 January 1895, leaving no issue.  The administrators of the estate in 1897 gave the banner to the Clan Mackay Society in Scotland who in turn gave it to the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh for preservation.

Now that we have covered the banner holders of the Aberachs, let us return to all of the other branches which we dropped along the way;  beginning with the other two sons of Robert Neilson, William Mor and William MacRobert.

William MacRobert, like the rest of his family, took a very active part in the religious affairs of his time.  He married and had four children.

William lived at Achoul until the Clearances caused him to move in 1810 to Grumbeg and then  to Wick, where he died about 1828, leaving his widow, Janet Mackay, and one daughter.

George married and had four sons:  Captain John of Rogart; Robert of Kilmote; Captain Donald of Tain and Hugh of Edinburgh.

Elizabeth’s son, Captain Mathieson, married Catherine, daughter of the Scoury Mackay’s Reverend Thomas Mackay of Lairg.

Robert MacKay of Clibrig married a daughter of Robert of Halmdary, son of Alexander of the Aberach Line.  He had three sons, who died without issue, and one daughter:  Captain Hugh of the Sutherland Fencibles (   /1812)  Lieutenant William of the 93rd Highlanders, died at Wick; Thomas of the 93rd Highlanders; and Janet, who married Hector Gunn.

Janet and Hector Gunn had a daughter who married William Mackay of Tongue had three children: George Mackay, who married a Miss Mouro;  Hector Mackay, who married a daughter of Patrick Mackay of Tongue and had one daughter, Jessie, who married Doctor Muro Mackay of Birmingham, a son James (1822/1873) an Aberach in the last branch covered.

William MacKay (    /1805) married Mary Chisholm, having the following children:  The Reverend George J. Mackay of Ontario, Canada;  Doctor John of Newcastle, Canada; and the Reverend Edward Mackay of Ontario, Canada;  Dorthea Mackay; and Jessie Mackay.

William Mor MacRobert Mackay was a religious man like his brother and a leading layman in Strathnaver.  He had a son, William of Grumbmore, who married and produced a third William of this line.

William Mackay III married and had children.  While he was serving with the 93rd Highlanders, his family were also victims of the Clearances.  His wife was the former Isabella Mackay who bore him five children.  Information on William, the first son, will follow.

Redpath, the second son of William III and Isabella, married Barbara, daughter of John, son of Malcolm, who died in 1820.  Redpath and Barbara had the following children;  William of Naver;  Alexander;  John, who moved to Australia; Jane who married Henry Mackay and emigrated to New Zealand,; Christie, who married George Gillespie and died in 1899 in New Zealand; Williamina; Hughina; and Johan, who married Alexander Mackay of Durness.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Walda typing note:  If I typed “Dorthea” or “Johan” – these are not typing errors (although I will say – this is not error free), so I ask that one not assume Dorothea or Johanna....These names are as first written in Church records.

The Darien Expedition – originally written “Exposition”, was a heavily funded Expedititon from Scotlands people for the Isthmus of Panama.

The Darién scheme was an unsuccessful attempt by the Kingdom of Scotland to become a world trading nation by establishing a colony called "New Caledonia" on the Isthmus of Panama in the late 1690s. In practice the undertaking was marked by poor planning and leadership, lack of demand for trade goods, devastating epidemics of disease, and increasing shortage of food, it was finally abandoned after a siege by Spanish forces in April of 1700.

The “Clearances” refer to The Highland Clearances.

The Highland Clearances (Scottish Gaelic: Fuadach nan Gàidheal, the expulsion of the Gael) were forced displacements of the population of the Scottish Highlands during the 18th and 19th centuries. They led to mass emigration to the sea coast, the Scottish Lowlands and the North American colonies. The clearances were part of a process of agricultural change throughout the United Kingdom, but were particularly notorious due to the late timing, the lack of legal protection for year-by-year tenants under Scottish law, the abruptness of the change from the traditional clan system and the brutality of many evictions.

The people were replaced by “black faced sheep”
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